
Nauplius Larva 

 

Classification 

Kingdom: Animalia 

Phylum: Anthropoids 

Subphylum: Crustacea 

 

 

Habit and habitat 

Planktonic: Nauplii are generally found drifting in the water column, propelled by 

their appendages. 

Phototactic: Some nauplii are positively phototactic, meaning they swim towards 

light. 

Diverse Feeding Habits: While some nauplii are non-feeding (lecithotrophic), others 

are active feeders, consuming detritus or other small particles. 

Marine and Freshwater: Nauplii are found in both marine and freshwater 

environments. 

Water Column: They are a key component of the zooplankton, inhabiting various 

depths of the water column. 

Characteristics 

 The free-swimming larva is oval and the body is divisible into three regions—head, 

trunk and anal region. 

 A median frontal eye is present in the head region. 

 Three pairs of appendages are present, of which the first pair are un-jointed and 

present in the head region. It develops into the antennule of the adult. 

 The remaining two pairs are biramous and are present in the trunk region. 

 The first pair of trunk appendages which act as locomotor organs in larvae, transform 

into antennae and the second pair become the mandibles of the adult. 

 Mouth is present in between the two trunk appendages and is enclosed by a prominent 

labrum. 

 Alimentary canal is straight and terminates at the posterior-most end of the anal 

segment through the anus. 

 Larva is un-segmented and devoid of ventral nerve cord and heart. 

For Further details link 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=5e55e5ee976bdccc&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifMGDO6x0qUunkq_ZDD50c_lKDIa2Q%3A1755759296488&q=Phototactic&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiE4piJqZuPAxWtS3ADHe08MJgQxccNegQIEBAB&mstk=AUtExfApCbkBWmbYwfdSRG62fwlrhwJ0BxEc9FXy8RRgIGWljkT1ppTCRqWqvRME6HOdXqxW7rmHuvmRRrnbIsJ9VzupFF0DzPGDIk6vQLjAjeZzv4bvokVAcufRlRcxF-LKWCqqwLMrlWfB2rv_QDCVquNnROE70aK9dKIwgBoFky5Z5366ST3RYGF8YhLUUAV9hqCX9qcGMvZGGhslgwnwR4HAfml2RTdXy6i_wSrrMpsePwt6qs-Oau-PMy5X6tkDy3lD2ggiK0zxyKN-T8CmsiwZpsCo6iEznSQSuDWOOMZROw&csui=3
https://www.biologydiscussion.com/invertebrate-zoology/phylum-arthropoda/study-notes-on-crustacean-larva/33528
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